UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
[image: image1.png]“The child to- be born
will be holy;
be will be called
Cfmgyfod.”

4::-":’77;!‘// =\5\
’_.vl = ‘7~ : \




 
12 Yardville-Hamilton Square Road

Yardville, NJ 08620

(609) 585-5770

(609) 585-5674 fax

[image: image2.png]



www.upcnj.org
December 21, 2014
WELCOME

Welcome! You have come to hear the Word of God, and you shall hear it read and preached. But we hope that by hearing it, you will also meet the Word of God, the Living Word, Jesus, our Master and Savior. And we pray that you will leave our church equipped to serve him more faithfully and effectively.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

December 21, 2014
ADVENT HYMN SING                                                                  The Mucha Family, Leaders                                 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  
WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY
Leader:
Love’s memory is long. As we come to the last Sunday of Advent, we recall the 
many times we have been here before with still so much to do and so much love left 
unexpressed. The Hebrew Bible lesson today recalls a promise to King David, which 
the church has often understood to be fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. Love’s promise is 
often kept in unexpected ways.

All: 
God’s love endures forever. In a world where even evergreens turn dry and 
brittle, God’s love is the one reality on which we can rely. Today we prepare for 
the greatest expression of that love, as we listen once more for the Word in the 
words.

Leader: 
A reading from the Second Book of Samuel, Chapter 7, verses 1 to 11; 16.

1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 3 Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you." 4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.

All: 
God’s love endures forever. Through acts as simple and common as the birth 
of a baby, God transforms the world, and God’s promises are kept. It is that 
expression of faithful love we anticipate and celebrate this day. It is that 
promise that brings light to our deepest night.

Leader: 
So, as we light the fourth candle in eager anticipation of God’s greatest promise 
fulfilled, what else can we do but name this candle Love?

*HYMN                                               “Prepare the Way”
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CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                          
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                     
We watch for packages to arrive and Christmas cards to be delivered, but we do not keep our eyes open for your coming, Approaching God.  We expect our Christmas 'wish list' to be filled, and for the pile under the tree to grow and grow, but we hope you do not expect to transform our lives.  We notice where to find the best bargains, and what decorations our neighbors have put on their houses, but we do not notice the little, the least, the lost, the last walking down our streets. 

Forgive us, Saving God, for our misplaced priorities.  May we watch for your coming, may we reach out to those in need, may we wait for hope to come, even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, arrives to live in our hearts.  Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
*GIVE GLORY TO GOD                   “Joy to the World”         verse 1

                40

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.   
A TIME WITH CHILDREN                      “Quite a Challenge”                          Rev. Jean Pinto
SPECIAL MUSIC                   “Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song)”                 A. Grant/C. Eaton
Soloist:  Rhea Mucha
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                            

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                              Pgs. 887-888                             Luke 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”  38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

SERMON                                           “Ordinarily Sacred”                                   Rev. Jean Pinto
MOMENT FOR QUIET REFLECTION 
*HYMN                             “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
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Joys and concerns may be written on the pew cards and given to the ushers during this hymn. They will be shared during the prayers of the people, unless you mark them confidential.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—The Apostles’ Creed                                


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth. And in Jesus

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                     
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord
Incline Thine ear to us, And grant us Thy peace.
CALL FOR THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY                                           “Pastorale”                                                    Schubert
*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD                                                       (tune # 455)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Him above ye heav'nly host; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
*PRAYER TO DEDICATE OUR GIFTS 
Now to you, Gracious God, we offer our gifts so that the hungry might be fed, the weak might be strengthened, the lost might find a home, the voiceless might find an advocate, and we might all celebrate the good news that has come to us in the birth of Jesus.  Amen.

*HYMN                                          “Like a Child”


      Sing the Faith 2092
*WE RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING          
POSTLUDE                                          “Lift Up Your Heads”                                    arr. Paxton
*Those who are able may stand.
The flowers today are the Christmas poinsettias.  Flowers are also given by the Conner family in memory of Dorothy and Peter Conner and other loved ones.

Greeters & Ushers:   Ginny Demeter and Jean Malloy
Liturgist:   Mike Tucker
UPCOMING EVENTS December 21st – December 28th    

Sunday—December 21st:
   9:30 am E3 Worship


   9:30 am Adult Sunday School


 10:45 am Advent Hymn Sing


 11:00 am Traditional Worship 


   4:00 pm Youth Group Christmas Caroling

Wednesday—December 24th:
   4:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service 


   8:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service


 11:00 pm Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday—December 28th:
   9:30 am E3 Worship


   9:30 am Adult Sunday School


 11:00 am Traditional Worship 

There are large print bulletins available.  Please see an usher if you need this service.01
This year’s Adult Sunday School Class has selected 14 different topics to help us learn more about the Bible and Jesus’ teachings.  Interested?  Want a place to discuss and explore??  Pick one or all.  Then come to the Bertolet Lounge on Sunday mornings at 9:30.   The coffee is on.

	
	Teacher
	Topic

	Dec 28, Jan 4, 11
	Tony
	Book of John

	January 18, 25, Feb 1, 8, 15, 22
	Curly
	The Beatitudes of Jesus

	March 1                                   
	Jean M
	Christian Fasting  

	March 8, 15, 22
	Jean Pinto
	Interpreting the Bible

	Mar 29, April 5
	Jean M
	Book of Colossians

	April 12
	Jean Pinto
	Caring for People with Alzheimer's

	April 19
	Peggy
	Is there Life after Death?

	April 26, May 3
	Tony
	Book of Ephesians

	May 10, 17
	Jean M
	Book of Joshua

	May 24
	Bill
	Church Reformation


Join the Youth Group to bring Christmas cheer to our shut-ins on Sunday, December 21st at 4:00 pm.  We will meet at the church to carpool to the homes of our shut-ins to sing carols.  When we are done, we will return to the church for hot chocolate and cookies.  Enjoy a night of fellowship with your church friends and spread “tidings of comfort and joy” to neighbors who truly appreciate it.

This Christmas Eve we will have three different services.  At 4:00 pm we will have our family oriented E3 service.  Our traditional Christmas Communion Service will be held at 8:00 pm.  Then at 11:00 pm we will have a Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols.  We hope you will join us for one or more of these celebrations of Christ’s birth.

Our mission focus for December is Womanspace, a leading not-for-profit agency providing a comprehensive array of services to individuals impacted by domestic and sexual violence and dedicated to improving the quality of life for women and their families.  All mission monies received in the month of December will be donated to Womanspace.

To ensure your 2014 contributions are recorded in your year end tax statement, please plan on bringing your contributions current as of December 28, 2014.
The Survivors Senior Group will meet at the church, Fellowship Hall, on Wed., Jan. 14, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. for a program presented by NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) to address mental illness and give many the courage to seek help and treatment. Following the presentation we will enjoy lunch at Iccara in Yardville.  If you plan to attend please make your reservation with Rita Peterson 259-7256 or email ritapete@optonline.net.  All seniors of the church and their friends are welcome to join the Survivors for an informative presentation and a great lunch and fellowship.

Dear United Presbyterian Church Family:

Thank you for all of the prayers, cards, emails and calls that you have sent to me during my surgery and recuperation.  They are and have been greatly appreciated.  I hope to be back in New Jersey in mid- to late January and back to some of my activities.  May each of you have a Blessed Christmas and New Year!   Carolyn S. Reynolds

WITH GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION
 

Dear Pastor Jean, 
 
Your message at the service of celebration for Peggy's life was heartwarming and beautiful.  The support of you and your congregation to her as she battled the big "C" was so appreciated by her. She loved reading the many cards that helped brighten her days..  She enjoyed the phone calls and the visits from friends in the congregation.  On good days she enjoyed the taste of small portions of the soup, and on our time with hers we enjoyed larger portions all so delicious. And most of all she was happy to have friends play with her pal Truman. We thank you from the bottom of our heart.
 
We too, are grateful for the contributions in her memory to your church and to other charities of her choice, your cards many with beautiful hand written notes, your personal phone calls and presence at the church service were all comforting.
 
A special thanks to all who helped set up the beautiful room and prepared foods and the buffet table.  The luncheon was superb and enabled us to enjoy some memories with our family and friends and to meet so many of her friends from UPC.
 
Peggy loved UPC and all of you . We know how much you loved her.
 
As we are in the Season of Advent, awaiting the Coming of the Lord, let us be reminded of

the Incarnation providing God's greatest gift to us His Son, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

A BLESSED AND MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL.

Joyce, Jill and Kathy

PRAYER REQUESTS
Healing of Robert Newman (lung cancer); Bob DeAngelo (hospitalized for kidney problems); Dottie, Maria, Melissa, Marianne, and Anita (all dealing with cancer); John; Arlene Filson (St. Lawrence Rehab); Carolyn Reynolds (recuperating from heart surgery); Howard Stoeckel (Masonic Home for therapy); and Donna Bade (St. Lawrence Rehab).

Comfort for the bereaved family of Ronnie Miko (Rose Wales’ stepbrother); and for Margaret C. upon the death of her husband.

Thanksgiving for Colton Thibodeau being home from CHOP; and for Michelle’s cat club and her cat, Serentiy.  

Traveling mercies for Gracie Spreat (coming home this week).
Our Mission Statement

We are called by Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to celebrate and share the love of God with grace and joy.

Gracefully and joyfully we seek to share our gifts in the community through:
Open Doors
Diverse Worship
Innovative Education
Creative Mission
Dynamic Service
OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Pearson Memorial Food Bank
· Womanspace

· Homefront
· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All the members of the Congregation

Pastor:  Rev. Jean B. Pinto (737-8011) jeanbpinto@comcast.net
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Terry E. Fouse and Rev. John H. Milne
Organist:  Michael Mraz

Choir Director:  Marilyn Machmer

Church Secretary:  Betty Reinert

Prayer Chain: Daytime: Carol Heberling (298-2594); Betty Reinert (585-5770) 

                       Evening: Gail Fouse (585-3248); Joyce Vaughn (888-1187)
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