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December 15 2013
 WELCOME

Welcome! You have come to hear the Word of God, and you shall hear it read and preached. But we hope that by hearing it, you will also meet the Word of God, the Living Word, Jesus, our Master and Savior. And we pray that you will leave our church equipped to serve him more faithfully and effectively.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

December 15, 2013
ADVENT HYMN SING                                                                Leader: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY
Leader: We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace.  Today we light the third candle, the candle of joy.  This should be the easy one, because joy is all around us—in the children, the lights, the music, the gathering together.  But how often do we let our preparations—or our memories—push joy to the side?  Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an attitude.  Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised.  So today we open ourselves to joy, trusting that God has already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care and offer it to share.
(Pink candle is lit.) 

Sing verse two of  “O Come, O come Emmanuel”   #9



O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 



Our spirits by Thine advent here



Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,



And death’s dark shadows put to flight.



Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel



Shall come to thee, O Israel!

All: Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us: 
you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives.  Show us the creative power of hope.
Teach us the peace that comes from justice.  Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.    
*HYMN                                         “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                            Luke 2:8-20 The Message 
“A Night for Rejoicing”

by

Lee Dengler and Susan Naus Dengler

The cantata presentation today is lovingly dedicated to the memory of William Darnell, who passed away on September 26, 2013.  The empty chair serves as a reminder of Bill’s participation throughout the years in our choirs at United and Pilgrim.
1. Prelude

2. Carols of Rejoicing 

3. Underscore

4. Advent Proclamation

5. Now My Spirit Sings, soloist Jaclyn Wyrwas

6. From the Realms of Glory

a. Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful all ye nations, rise,

join the triumph of the skies,

with th’angelic host proclaim,

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!”

b. Angels we have heard on high,

singing sweetly through the night,

and the mountains in reply

echoing their brave delight.

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo!

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo!

c. Angels, from the realms of glory,

wing your flight o’er all the earth.

Ye who sang creation’s story

now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn King.

7. Manger Song

8. Shepherds, Tell the News

9. Adoration and Praise

10. Carols of Rejoicing (Reprise)

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
WE PRESENT TO GOD OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY                                 “Let the Savior In”                                                      Excell
*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD                                                       (tune # 455)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Him above ye heav'nly host; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
*PRAYER TO DEDICATE OUR GIFTS

We approach the manger with hope that love may be born anew in our hearts.  Like the wise men of old, we give our gifts with hearts overflowing with gratitude for a love that knows no bounds.  For all that we have been given especially the gift of Jesus the Christ we say thanks be to God.  Amen.

*HYMN                                            “Joy to the World”
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WE RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING

POSTLUDE                                 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                                 arr. Bliss
*Those who are able may stand.
The flowers today are given by Tony and Camille Nami in memory of Robert Nami.
Greeters and Ushers:   Don and Carolyn LaCrosse
Liturgist:   Noah Pinto
Participants in today’s cantata are:

Slide Operator:   Paul McHugh

Narrators:   Nancy McHugh, Noah Pinto

Sopranos:  Marietta Burnett, Helen Carle, Megan Gadsby, Rhea Mucha, Rita Peterson, Jean Pinto, Jaclyn Wyrwas

Altos:  Nancy Giordano, Sharon Neuman, Melissa McAnlis, Holly Rowand, Sue Spreat  

Tenors:  Bob Conner, Chris Neuman

Basses:  Dave Carle, Rick Pinto, Bill Sullivan, Mike Tucker 

Many thanks to the Rev. Jean Pinto for her time in preparing the slide show presentation for the cantata today.

The cantata music for today’s presentation was purchased through donations in memory of Jennibelle Marion.
UPCOMING EVENTS December 15th – December 22nd      

Sunday—December 15th:
   9:30 am E3 Worship 


   9:45 am Adult Sunday School


 10:45 am Advent Hymn Sing


 11:00 am Traditional Worship-Cantata


   6:00 pm Youth Group

Tuesday—December 17th:
  7:00 pm Session
Thursday—December 19th:        7:30 pm Choir 

Sunday—December 22nd:
   9:30 am E3 Worship 


   9:45 am Adult Sunday School


 10:45 am Advent Hymn Sing


 11:00 am Traditional Worship


   4:00 pm Youth Group Christmas Caroling
There are large print bulletins available.  Please see an usher if you need this service.013
Advent Hymn Sing:  Come to the 11:00 am traditional worship service a little early this Advent Season and join us for our Annual Advent Hymn Sing.  
Looking for a change in the new  year?  The Adult Sunday School offers the opportunity for learning about some Old Testament and New Testament subjects and church history over the past 1000 years as well as having some fellowship and coffee.  We hope to see you on Sunday mornings at 9:30.    SS Teachers    

	Topic
	Dates
	Teacher

	Amos and Hosea, the Prophets
	Jan 5, 12, 19 & 26 
	Jean Malloy

	The Reformers, Martin Luther, 

Waldo, Calvin, Menno Simons, etc.
	Feb 2, 9, 16 & 23
	Jean Pinto

	First Corinthians, One In Christ
	Mar 2 - May 18
	

	
	Mar 2, 9, 16, 23
	Curly Rentner

	
	Mar 30, Apr 6, 13, 20 
	Peggy Ayres

	
	Apr 27, May 4, 11, 18
	Tony Nami


Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 22, 2013 we will gather at the church at 4 p.m. to go caroling at the homes of our shut-in members.  If you love to sing and want to share some Christmas joy to your neighbors join our “merry” group!  We will return to the church for hot chocolate and cookies.
To ensure your contributions for 2013 are included in your year end tax statement, please make your contributions no later than December 29, 2013.

Advent and Christmas Worship Services

Sunday Morning, December 15, 2013

   9:30 E3 Worship

   10:45 Advent Hymn Sing

   11:00 Traditional Worship with Christmas Cantata

Sunday Morning, December 22, 2013

   9:30 E3 Worship

   10:45 Advent Hymn Sing

   11:00 Traditional Worship

Tuesday, December 24, 2013

   4:00 pm Family Birthday Celebration for Jesus

   8:00 pm Candlelight Christmas Communion
Womanspace is our Mission Focus for the month of December.  In Fellowship Hall you will find a Christmas tree festooned with tags.  Each tag has a suggestion for a gift for a girl or a boy with and how old the child is.  Please bring your gift into the church by December 15 so that we can get them to the children by Christmas.  All the gifts will be donated to Womanspace, a leading not-for-profit agency providing a comprehensive array of services to individuals impacted by domestic and sexual violence and dedicated to improving the quality of life for women and their families. 
PRAYER REQUESTS

Healing for Ron; Angela (breast cancer, lung cancer); Cyndy (breast cancer); Bryan, and John.
Prayers for Ruth Kaliszewski in hospice care.

Traveling mercies for George and Stella Epp.

Our Mission Statement

We are called by Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to celebrate and share the love of God with grace and joy.

Gracefully and joyfully we seek to share our gifts in the community through:

Open Doors
Diverse Worship
Innovative Education
Creative Mission
Dynamic Service
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

You are invited to make a commitment to follow Jesus Christ as Lord of Life, or to renew your commitment as a Christian Disciple.  Please speak to the pastor who will talk and pray with you.  If you are looking for a church home we invite you to join this family of faith and service.  This is a caring congregation, open to all.  Please let us know how we can serve you.

CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All the members of the Congregation

Pastor:  Rev. Jean B. Pinto (737-8011) jeanbpinto@comcast.net
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Terry E. Fouse and Rev. John H. Milne
Organist:  Michael Mraz

Choir Director:  Marilyn Machmer

Church Secretary:  Betty Reinert

Prayer Chain: Daytime: Carol Heberling (298-2594); Betty Reinert (585-5770) 

                       Evening: Gail Fouse (585-3248); Joyce Vaughn (888-1187)

OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Pearson Memorial Food Bank
· Womanspace

· Homefront
· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
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