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December 8, 2013
 WELCOME

Welcome! You have come to hear the Word of God, and you shall hear it read and preached. But we hope that by hearing it, you will also meet the Word of God, the Living Word, Jesus, our Master and Savior. And we pray that you will leave our church equipped to serve him more faithfully and effectively.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

December 8, 2013
ADVENT HYMN SING                                                                Leaders: Helen & Dave Carle
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY
Leader: Last Sunday we lit the first candle—the candle of hope.  Today we light the second candle, the candle of peace.  We light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent.  Yet in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us. God is always preparing something new. And even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities. 
(Light second purple candle.)

Sing verse one of “Comfort, Comfort You My People” #3


Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God;


Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load.


Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;


Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.

All: Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, show us the creative power of hope.  Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.
*HYMN                                 “Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old”
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CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

     On this day we confess, God of righteousness, how we have not been your people.
When we are offered the opportunity to get between the poor and those who would shove them aside, we too easily step out of the way.  When we could stand up for those in need, we prefer to sit on the sidelines.  When we are called to be servant leaders, we choose to act as if others should wait on us.
     Have mercy on us, Blessing God.  As we repent, we would see the kingdom which is in our midst.  By your grace, we discover that in your strange economy of grace, all people matter; by your love, we can bear fruit of compassion and hope; by your peace, we can clothe others in your justice, even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, wraps us in justice. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GIVE GLORY TO GOD            “Joy to the World” verse 1
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Joy to the world! The Lord is come:

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                    Pg. 595                               Isaiah 11:1-10
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

 3 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

 7 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9 
They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea. 

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

A TIME WITH CHILDREN                            “Turn Around”                           Rev. Jean Pinto
ANTHEM                              “Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming”                    arr. M. Praetorius 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                Pg. 836                               Matthew 3:1-12
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’ ” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.  5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan,  6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

SERMON                               “Wild John and Homeless Jesus”                          Rev. Jean Pinto
MOMENT FOR QUIET REFLECTION

*HYMN                               “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
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Joys and concerns may be written on the pew cards and given to the ushers during this hymn. They 

will be shared during the prayers of the people, unless you mark them confidential.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—A Christmas Creed

WE BELIEVE in Jesus Christ and his gospel, born to us all so long ago in Bethlehem of Judea.
WE BELIEVE in Him whose birth glorified Bethlehem, but for whom there was no room in the Inn.
WE BELIEVE in Him whose guiding Star brought together to his Manger the humble Shepherds and the Wise Men.
WE BELIEVE in Him whose guiding Star can bring together in his Name the humble and the wise everywhere.
WE BELIEVE in Him who walked among the common people, and who was welcomed by those with open minds and yearning hearts, whom the poor, the oppressed, the discouraged, the sick and afflicted, welcomed and accepted as their Lord and Savior.
WE BELIEVE in Him whose life changed the course of history, over whom kings had no power, whose life humbled the proud, toppled the mighty, and elevated those of low degree.
WE BELIEVE in Him whose love changed human hearts for the better, and whose life and death on the Cross proved that it is more important to serve than to be served, and that the greatest are those who give their lives in service for others.
WE BELIEVE in Him who is the Prince of Peace, whose spirit makes for justice and peace among all peoples, everywhere.
WE BELIEVE that the Christmas spirit - the spirit of Christ - is the spirit that can change the world for the better through the power of love, faith and hope.
--Adapted by Dr. A. Howard Gabriel partly from a Christmas creed by Walter Russell Bowie and from an anonymous South American creed


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord

Incline Thine ear to us, And grant us Thy peace.

WE PRESENT TO GOD OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY                                “He Shall Feed His Flock”                                          Handel
*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD                                                       (tune # 455)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Him above ye heav'nly host; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
*PRAYER TO DEDICATE OUR GIFTS

Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: our very selves.  So let us give not only our money to help others, but our hearts, our hands and our time to make a tangible difference in the lives of those not as fortunate as we are. Keep us mindful of all you have given to us, so we might give to others.  We give with gratitude through Christ our Lord, who gave us his all.  Amen.

*HYMN                                     “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
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WE RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING

POSTLUDE                     “To Thee, O Lord, Our Hearts We Raise”                          arr. Turner                                     
*Those who are able may stand.
The flowers today are given by Bob and Carol Conner in memory of Dorothy and Peter Conner and other loved ones.
Greeters and Ushers:   Rosemarie Wales and Rosemary Bateham
Liturgist:   Curly Rentner
UPCOMING EVENTS December 8th – December 15th       

Sunday—December 8th:
   9:30 am E3 Worship 


   9:45 am Adult Sunday School


 10:45 am Advent Hymn Sing


 11:00 am Traditional Worship


 12:00 noon Congregational Meeting


   6:00 pm Youth Group

Monday—December 9th:
  7:00 pm Outreach Ministry Team
Tuesday—December 10th:
  7:00 pm Admin Ministry Team Budget Meeting

Wednesday—December 11th:
12:00 noon Survivors @ Centro Grille


  7:00 pm Worship Ministry Team

Thursday—December 12th:        7:30 pm Choir – Cantata Rehearsal

Saturday—December 14th:
   9:00 am UPMen’s Breakfast
Sunday—December 15th:
   9:30 am E3 Worship 


   9:45 am Adult Sunday School


 10:45 am Advent Hymn Sing


 11:00 am Traditional Worship


   6:00 pm Youth Group

There are large print bulletins available.  Please see an usher if you need this service.013
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 8, 2013 immediately following the 11:00 am worship service to approving the terms of call for Rev. Jean B. Pinto and for electing Elders, Deacons, and at-large-members of the 2014 Nominating Committee.

Advent Hymn Sing:  Come to the 11:00 am traditional worship service a little early this Advent Season and join us for our Annual Advent Hymn Sing.  Each Sunday we sing our favorite Christmas carols and hymns 15 minutes before worship begins.  

Adult Sunday School:  Come at 9:30 for coffee and donuts; lesson runs from 9:45 to 10:45.  
The Christmas cantata will be presented during 11 a.m. worship on Sunday, December 15th and is titled “A Night for Rejoicing.”  We hope you will make this cantata a meaningful part of your worship this Christmas season.  Bring a friend!
Final order for Gift Cards:  TODAY, December 8th.  Complete your order form and turn it into the office with your check.  See Betty Reinert with any questions or call her at 609-585-5770.  
The Survivors Senior Group will meet at Centro Grille, on the corner of Rt. 33 & Robbinsville-Edinburg Rd, Robbinsville in the Town Center, on Wed., December 11, 2013 at 12:00 p.m. for our Annual Christmas lunch.  The cost is $21.00 per person (tax & gratuity included) and you will have a choice of four (4) entrees.  Make your reservation with Rita Peterson 259-7256 or email ritapete@optonline.net.  If you are in need of a ride to the restaurant please feel free to give Rita a call.  
To ensure your contributions for 2013 are included in your year end tax statement, please make your contributions no later than December 29, 2013.
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S DECEMBER 14, 2013 BREAKFAST MEETING

The UPM Group will have a Breakfast Meeting at the MASTORIS DINER – ROUTE 206, BORDENTOWN at 9:00 AM.  This will be a DUTCH TREAT EVENT.  Come join us for the fellowship and spiritual up-lifting as we continue to share ways of socializing and serving our church.  Sign up sheet in the rear of the sanctuary. Questions? Contact Jim Dixon at 609-298-3398 or e-mail jdixonsr@comcast.net. 

PRAYER REQUESTS

Healing for Angela (breast cancer); Cyndy (breast cancer); Tammy’s mother; Melissa (liver and colon cancer); Joe (prostate issues); Sandy (whose husband is in the final stages of Parkinson’s); Dick Richardson (stage 4 colon cancer); Ruth Kaliszewski (RWJ Hospital); Tim Berkley (very ill and delaying family trip for church position); Sue Lanning; Dan Rose (surgery on Dec 2nd); and 1 year old Samuel Miccolis (ER five times in the past 10 weeks for breathing problems).

Comfort for the bereaved family of Harold Peterson whose great grandson was born Nov 24th; and for the family of Geri Sylvester. 
Concern about Leo Clement.

Our Mission Statement

We are called by Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to celebrate and share the love of God with grace and joy.

Gracefully and joyfully we seek to share our gifts in the community through:

Open Doors
Diverse Worship
Innovative Education
Creative Mission
Dynamic Service
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

You are invited to make a commitment to follow Jesus Christ as Lord of Life, or to renew your commitment as a Christian Disciple.  Please speak to the pastor who will talk and pray with you.  If you are looking for a church home we invite you to join this family of faith and service.  This is a caring congregation, open to all.  Please let us know how we can serve you.

CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All the members of the Congregation

Pastor:  Rev. Jean B. Pinto (737-8011) jeanbpinto@comcast.net
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Terry E. Fouse and Rev. John H. Milne
Organist:  Michael Mraz

Choir Director:  Marilyn Machmer

Church Secretary:  Betty Reinert

Prayer Chain: Daytime: Carol Heberling (298-2594); Betty Reinert (585-5770) 

                       Evening: Gail Fouse (585-3248); Joyce Vaughn (888-1187)

OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Pierson Memorial Food Bank
· Womanspace

· Homefront
· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
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