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October 12, 2014
WELCOME

Welcome! You have come to hear the Word of God, and you shall hear it read and preached. But we hope that by hearing it, you will also meet the Word of God, the Living Word, Jesus, our Master and Savior. And we pray that you will leave our church equipped to serve him more faithfully and effectively.

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

October 12, 2014
PRELUDE                                       “God Leads Us Along”                                              Loree
PRAYER HYMN                    “O for a Closer Walk with God”


            397

O for a closer walk with God,

A calm and heavenly frame,

A light to shine upon the road

That leads me to the Lamb!

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

CALL TO WORSHIP     
                                                  
Leader: 
Good and faithful God, meet us in this place, in this hour.

People: 
Comfort and confront us, delight and disturb us, exhort and expose us. 

Leader: 
Inspire us to generosity, fidelity and courage. 

People: 
Leave us not unchanged by having been in your company.

Leader: 
Guard us from any thinking that worship is just another hour in just another day.

People: 
Let us soak in your presence and be in awe of your greatness.

All: 
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

*HYMN                                 “Thy Mercy and Thy Truth, O Lord”

              186
CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                          
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                     
Merciful Savior, the parable of the wedding banquet reminds us of your ever-gracious invitation to be part of your family, to receive the gift of your salvation, to respond to your call to follow you.  We confess that far too often we act like ungrateful guests.  We allow other priorities to crowd you out.  Our addiction to busyness leaves us no time to celebrate with you.  We erect other gods that require our attention and loyalty.  In our vain attempts to look “successful” we polish the veneer of our lives without attending to our deepest needs and longings, including our need and longing for you.  Forgive us, we pray, and restore us to health and wholeness.  Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
*GIVE GLORY TO GOD                 “Glory Be to the Father”                                              577  

Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

World without end.  Amen.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

World without end.  Amen. 

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                            
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                Pg. 483                                   Psalm 36:5-10
  5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 

your faithfulness to the clouds. 

  6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 

your judgments are like the great deep; 

you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 

  7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

  8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 

and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

  9 For with you is the fountain of life; 

in your light we see light. 

10 O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 

and your salvation to the upright of heart! 

A TIME WITH CHILDREN                            “An Invitation”                           Rev. Jean Pinto

ANTHEM              “Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door”              African-American Spiritual
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                           Pgs. 856-857                          Matthew 22:1-14

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:  2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.  4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’  5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business,  6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.  7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’  10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,  12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.  13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

SERMON                                          “The Inviting God”                                    Rev. Jean Pinto
MOMENT FOR QUIET REFLECTION 
*HYMN                            “Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation”
             516
Joys and concerns may be written on the pew cards and given to the ushers during this hymn. They will be shared during the prayers of the people, unless you mark them confidential.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—The Apostles’ Creed                                


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth. And in Jesus

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                     
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord
Incline Thine ear to us, And grant us Thy peace.
WE PRESENT TO GOD OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS                                        
OFFERTORY                         “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”                       arr. Bartlett 
*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD                                                       (tune # 455)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Him above ye heav'nly host; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
*PRAYER TO DEDICATE OUR GIFTS                                                                    
You have loved us into life, O God.  When we have faltered, you have helped us start anew.  When we have been without hope, you have sent us a child to love.  When we have been ill, you have given us people who have shown us the way to health.  Wherever we are, you are there also.  In gratitude for your presence in our lives, we offer our gifts to you, O God of grace, that others might know of your glory through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 
*HYMN                                        “Come Away with Me”
                   Sing the Faith 2202
*WE RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING          
POSTLUDE                                        “Immortal, Invisible”                                    arr. Peterson
*Those who are able may stand.
The flowers last Sunday were given by Ginny Benck in memory of her husband, Stanley Benck.  

The flowers today are given by Jean Pinto in celebration of Noah’s birthday.
Greeters & Ushers:   Donna Bade and Dot Schroeder
Liturgist:   Kathy Thewes
UPCOMING EVENTS October 12th – October 19th        
Sunday—October 12th:
    9:30 am E3 Worship


    9:30 am Adult Sunday School


  11:00 am Traditional Worship

Monday—October 13th:
    7:00 pm Outreach Ministry Team
Thursday—October 16th:
    7:30 pm Choir & Cantata Rehearsal

Saturday—October 18th:
    9:00 am UPMen’s Breakfast

Sunday—October 12th:
    9:30 am E3 Worship


    9:30 am Adult Sunday School


  11:00 am Traditional Worship
There are large print bulletins available.  Please see an usher if you need this service.01
This year’s Adult Sunday School Class has selected 14 different topics to help us learn more about the Bible and Jesus’ teachings.  Interested?  Want a place to discuss and explore??  Pick one or all.  Then come to the Bertolet Lounge on Sunday mornings at 9:30.   The coffee is on.

	
	Teacher
	Topic

	Oct 12, 19, 26
	Peggy
	The Lord's Prayer

	November  2
	Jean M
	Desert Fathers and Mothers

	November  9, 16, 23
	Jean Pinto
	Bible Basics: Types of Literature,                   The Importance of Context,                                     When & Why the Bible was Written

	Nov 30, Dec 7, 14, 28, Jan 4, 11
	Tony
	Book of John

	January 18, 25, Feb 1, 8, 15, 22
	Curly
	The Beatitudes of Jesus

	March 1                                   
	Jean M
	Christian Fasting  

	March 8, 15, 22
	Jean Pinto
	Interpreting the Bible

	Mar 29, April 5
	Jean M
	Book of Colossians

	April 12
	Jean Pinto
	Caring for People with Alzheimer's

	April 19
	Peggy
	Is there Life after Death?

	April 26, May 3
	Tony
	Book of Ephesians

	May 10, 17
	Jean M
	Book of Joshua

	May 24
	Bill
	Church Reformation


All are welcome to join the choir as we present our Christmas cantata “Season of Wonders” on Sunday, December 14th, during the 11 a.m. worship service.  Weekly rehearsals began on Thursday, Oct. 2nd at 7:30 in the sanctuary (there will be a dress rehearsal on Sat. Dec. 6th at 10 a.m.). There are listening CDs available to assist in learning the cantata.  “Season of Wonders” is filled with classic carols as well as newly composed anthems, this hopeful work shines new light upon the miracles surrounding the birth of Jesus. In performing this work, different "messengers" announce the various narrations. Miracles and wonders are meant to be shared. The events that unfold are a series of wonders that are meant to be shared with the world so all may know the good news!

The United Presbyterian Men's Group will have a breakfast meeting on October 18th at 9:00 am at the Golden Dawn Diner, White Horse-Mercerville Road, Mercerville. This is a Dutch Treat event. Come join us for the fellowship and spiritual up-lifting as we continue to share ways of socializing and serving our church. A sign up sheet is in Fellowship Hall and must be completed by Sunday, October 12th. Questions? Contact Jim Dixon at 609-298-3398 or email: jdixonsr@comcast.net. 

Time Flies!!  We need your help - to make the "Dickens of a Christmas Bazaar" on November 1 a success.   If you have hand-crafted or gift items in very good conditions for our Deck The Hall Boutique; or gift baskets for our silent auction please give them to Gloria Hanewald (582-0511) or Rose Wales (584-1687).--deadline for bringing in your items is October 19.  We also need baked goods and volunteers to help on November 1.   Sign up sheets are on the table in the Narthex--please sign up if you can help.

Our mission focus for the month of October is the Trenton Rescue Mission.  While the Rescue Mission of Trenton has undergone many changes during the past nine decades, their focus has always been to help those in need to help themselves. The belief in the intrinsic worth of each individual continues to motivate the Rescue Mission of Trenton to provide the highest quality care and to offer support, encouragement, and a sense of dignity to all who enter through its doors. All donations earmarked for Mission in October will be used to support the work of the Rescue Mission of Trenton.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Healing for Pam and Dan Rose; Betty Braun; Peggy Ayres (chemo); Ginny Demeter (knee replacement surgery); Arthur Hashagen (back surgery); Anita (for successful treatments for cancer); Mary Ann (for successful double mastectomy); Jodi Adelmann (breast cancer); Ruth Sletvold (RWJ Hospital with broken hip); John; Melissa; and Maria.
Comfort and peace for Geri LaMonica on the passing of her husband, Eugene.

Joy and thanksgiving for Betty Lou and Jule Dolci’s 61st wedding anniversary; and also for Michelle’s 1 year of sobriety. 
Our Mission Statement

We are called by Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to celebrate and share the love of God with grace and joy.

Gracefully and joyfully we seek to share our gifts in the community through:
Open Doors
Diverse Worship
Innovative Education
Creative Mission
Dynamic Service
OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Pearson Memorial Food Bank
· Womanspace

· Homefront
· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All the members of the Congregation

Pastor:  Rev. Jean B. Pinto (737-8011) jeanbpinto@comcast.net
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Terry E. Fouse and Rev. John H. Milne
Organist:  Michael Mraz

Choir Director:  Marilyn Machmer

Church Secretary:  Betty Reinert

Prayer Chain: Daytime: Carol Heberling (298-2594); Betty Reinert (585-5770) 

                       Evening: Gail Fouse (585-3248); Joyce Vaughn (888-1187)
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