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August 25, 2013
WELCOME

Welcome! You have come to hear the Word of God, and you shall hear it read and preached. But we hope that by hearing it, you will also meet the Word of God, the Living Word, Jesus, our Master and Savior. And we pray that you will leave our church equipped to serve him more faithfully and effectively.
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

August 25, 2013

PRELUDE                                “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                             arr. B. Olstad
Greg Foster, flute and Bill Beitmann, piano

ANNOUNCEMENTS







    
WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 122)                                                                                          
Leader:
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd!
People:
God, help us to hear the Shepherd's voice and follow him.
Leader: 
Refuse to listen to the hireling or the wolf!
People:
Hirelings don't care, and wolves snatch and scatter.
Leader: 
Refuse to follow bandits and thieves!
People:
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy, but Jesus came to give us an 
abundant life!
Leader:
Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd!
All: 
Today, we turn our hearts and our attention to the Good Shepherd who loves 
the sheep and knows each one of us by name.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Please pray silently, as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.) 
Gracious and loving God, as we come into this time of worship, as we lift our hearts and voices to worship you, we ask that you look deep within us and search us. Help us see the true condition of our hearts. Help us hear again your words of love and grace and life. We pray that this time we share, with you and with one another, will change our lives forever. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

*HYMN                                “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                                        551
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, there is so much you have given us that we have taken for granted.  We have counted on you to be there for us, whether we are there for you or not.  We have expected answers to our prayers, but we have not put you first in our lives.  We have believed that the world revolves around us, and we have gotten mad when we discovered that we could not make you do what we want.  God, you have put us in community to learn our true place in the world: among others.  Teach us to share our material and spiritual gifts as you have shared with us.  Help us not to hoard what we have, but to give it away generously, confident that there is enough for all.  Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                              
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
  (In Unison)                                                                Psalm 23                                                             
 1 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 2 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 
 3 
he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 

 4 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff— 

they comfort me. 

 5 
You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

 6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

my whole life long. 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                                John 10:1-15
10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,  15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.

 
SERMON                                   “The Good Shepherd”                            The Rev. Joanne Petto
MOMENT FOR QUIET REFLECTION

*HYMN                                “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                          387   
Joys and concerns may be written on the pew cards and given to the ushers during this song. They 

will be shared during the prayers of the people, unless you mark them confidential.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER      
CALL FOR THE OFFERING                                                                                     
SPECIAL MUSIC                            “Soon and Very Soon”                                        arr. Raney 
Greg Foster, flute and Bill Beitmann, piano
PRAYER TO DEDICATE OUR GIFTS                                                                   
We offer our gifts in gratitude for all you have given us, loving God.  We are amazed at your wondrous love, which includes instead of excludes and tempers justice with mercy. How grateful we are for your unconditional acceptance.  With our gifts, we give our lives, that we might go and do likewise in the name of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd.  Amen.
*HYMN                                        “When Peace Like a River”                   The Singing Church 330

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll; 

whatever my lot, 

thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul.  

It is well with my soul, 

It is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, 

though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded 

my helpless estate,

 and hath shed his own blood for my soul.  

It is well with my soul,  

it is well, it is well with my soul.

My sin, oh, the bliss 

of this glorious thought! 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 

is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,

praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

It is well with my soul, 

 it is well, it is well with my soul.

And, Lord, haste the day 

when my faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

the trump shall resound, 

and the Lord shall descend, 

even so, it is well with my soul.  

It is well with my soul,  

it is well, it is well with my soul.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

As the Father has loved us, we go now and love.  As the Son has forgiven and redeemed us, we go now, extending grace to all we meet.  As the Spirit has transformed us into the likeness of the Son, we go now, letting the life of Christ guide us each moment of the day. We go now, in love, with grace and in the light of Jesus.  Amen.

POSTLUDE                             “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”                                     Smith
*Those who are able may stand.
************************
The flowers today are given by Jean and Rick Pinto in honor of the marriage of Blythe Pinto and Daniel Borders-Ashe.
Ushers and Greeters:  Lydia Patterson and Joyce Vaughn
Liturgist:  Virginia Benck
UPCOMING EVENTS August 25th – September 1st          

Sunday—August 25th:
  9:30 am Blended Worship 

Thursday—August 29th:
10:00 am UPW Coordinator’s Meeting

Sunday—September 1st:
  9:30 am Blended Worship 
We welcome to our pulpit today the Rev. Joanne Petto, who serves as Chaplain to the Plainsboro Township Police Department and Chaplain of the New Jersey State Police.
There are large print bulletins available.  Please see an usher if you need this service.013 from 9 to 
THANK YOU

Our final 9:30 summer worship service will be next Sunday, Sept. 1, 2013, and I want to express my thanks and gratitude to all who have shared their musical gifts with us during summer worship.  We have had a variety of music, from traditional to contemporary, as well as vocalists and instrumentalist, enriching our summer worship.  A huge thank you to the following summer musicians:  Bob Clendening, Bob Conner, Rhea Mucha, Jean Pinto, Marietta Burnett, Dave Carle, Melissa McAnlis, Women’s Choir, Greg Foster, Bill Beitmann, and Bill Darnell.   

Sincerely, Marilyn Machmer
The Coordinator's of the United Presbyterian Women will meet on Thursday, August 29th at 10:00AM in the Bertolet lounge.
The United Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, September 3rd in the new Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM for their monthly meeting.  This is our first meeting after taking the summer off.  We will have our usual fellowship time, Bible study and business meeting.  This month's Bible study will be "The Widow with the Two Coins" from the book, WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.  At the conclusion of our meeting, those who want to, will be having lunch together at Rosa's Restaurant.  All women are invited.  We look forward to an active, exciting year serving the Lord by studying His word and ministering to those in need.  

The Survivors Senior Group will meet on Wed., Sept. 11, 2013, 12:00 noon, at the Peterson’s home, 16 Milburne Lane, Robbinsville, NJ 08691 for our annual picnic.  Please bring salads or desserts (please let me know what you plan to bring).  Cold meats, rolls and beverages will be provided.  All seniors of the church and their friends are welcome to join us.  We will be planning events for the coming year so please bring any ideas you may have for future programs.  We would like to thank everyone who has been saving beverage can tabs for the benefit of Ronald McDonald House and hope that you will continue to bring your tabs in and drop them off in the basket provided in the narthex.
The Women's Book Club will meet on Tues., Sept 24th in the Bertolet Lounge at 7:00 pm.  Our first book for the fall is PROOF OF HEAVEN by Mary Curran Hackett.  This story tells of a mother's unshakable belief, a child's bravery, and a doctor's dedication to healing.  This contemporary fiction explores the meaning of family, faith, and love.  All women of the church and their friends who enjoy books and good fellowship to join us.  Oct. selection: Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini.( We will be meeting the last Tues. of each month this year.)
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Our Mission Spotlight for the month of August is the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK).  All mission moneys received during the month will go to support the ministry of TASK.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Healing for Cyndy (breast cancer); Joan (equilibrium issues); Al (awaiting bladder biopsy results); Bill Carpenter (ICU RWJ Hospital); Sue Lanning; Pam and Dan Rose; Carol and Al D’Amico (cancer); Norma (surgery for breathing problems); John Mulhern (cancer); Liz Reedy’s husband Lloyd Reedy (triple bypass and valve replacement surgery); and Nancy Hall (breast cancer).
Comfort for Luke and Sinaia on the death of their grandfather, Gene Lamkin.

Concern about upcoming cancer treatment for Bob Efaw.

Thanksgiving that Patti and Diana are cancer free.

Safe traveling for Maeve Pinto from Israel to Los Angeles and the Pinto family to Los Angeles for Blythe’s and Daniel’s wedding.

Our Mission Statement

We are called by Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to celebrate and share the love of God with grace and joy.

Gracefully and joyfully we seek to share our gifts in the community through:

Open Doors
Diverse Worship
Innovative Education
Creative Mission
Dynamic Service
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

You are invited to make a commitment to follow Jesus Christ as Lord of Life, or to renew your commitment as a Christian Disciple.  Please speak to the pastor who will talk and pray with you.  If you are looking for a church home we invite you to join this family of faith and service.  This is a caring congregation, open to all.  Please let us know how we can serve you.

CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All the members of the Congregation

Pastor:  Rev. Jean B. Pinto (737-8011) jeanbpinto@comcast.net
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Terry E. Fouse and Rev. John H. Milne
Organist:  Michael Mraz

Choir Director:  Marilyn Machmer

Church Secretary:  Betty Reinert

Prayer Chain: Daytime: Carol Heberling (298-2594); Betty Reinert (585-5770) 

                       Evening: Gail Fouse (585-3248); Joyce Vaughn (888-1187)

OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Pierson Memorial Food Bank
· Womanspace

· Homefront
· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
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