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March 20, 2016
WELCOME

Welcome! You have come to hear the Word of God, and you shall hear it read and preached. But we hope that by hearing it, you will also meet the Word of God, the Living Word, Jesus, our Master and Savior. And we pray that you will leave our church equipped to serve him more faithfully and effectively.

SERVICE FOR PALM SUNDAY
March 20, 2016
PRELUDE
                                  “Nearer the Cross”                                          arr. Landon
PRAYER HYMN                        “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

                              88

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King!

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son,

Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One. 

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                            

Leader:
We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
People: 
We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips;

we will travel through betrayal and death,


cradling hope deep in our hearts.
Leader: 
Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow,

for he is the life we long for, he is the Word who sustains us.
People:
We wave palm branches in anticipation,

we lay our love before him, to cushion his walk.
Leader:
Setting aside all power, glory, and might, he comes:

modeling humility and obedience for all of us.
People: 
Hosanna! Hosanna!

Blessed is the One who brings us the Kingdom of God.

*HYMN                                        “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”


                89
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We stand transfixed, O God, at the wondrous tableaux unfolding before our very eyes.  We confess that we would rather stand on the sidelines, instead of run down that soon-to-be sorrowful road to follow Your Son.  Overawed by those who ride in boastful pride on jumbo jets and luxury cars, we lose sight of the solitary man on a borrowed donkey, going into lethal danger on our behalf in Your holy city.  When our eyes would turn away keep us focused on the awe-full drama of this week, played out because of our sin.  Forgive us for shouting, “Hosanna!” on Sunday and watching in silence as our Lord is led away on Thursday.  Fill our hearts with true repentance; we ask in Christ’s holy name.  Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GIVE GLORY TO GOD                                                                                                       244
“Let Us with a Gladsome Mind”

Let us with a gladsome mind praise the Lord who is so kind:

For God’s mercies shall endure, ever faithful, ever sure.

THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS

 Arranged and Composed by

Lloyd Larson

The cantata presentation today is lovingly dedicated to the memory of Betty Lou Dolci, who passed away on February 2, 2016.  The empty chair serves as a reminder of Betty Lou’s participation throughout the years in our choirs at United and Pilgrim.
1. I Come to the Cross with Near the Cross, soloist Chris Neuman

2. We Remember You

3. O, Jesus, I Have Promised with I Need Thee Every Hour, soloist Jaclyn Wyrwas

4. O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

5. Lamb of God

6. You Are My All in All

7. When You Prayed Beneath the Trees

8. How Beautiful with There Is a Redeemer
9. When I Survey the Wondrous Cross with Beneath the Cross of Jesus
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
WE PRESENT TO GOD OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY                       “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”                              arr. Smitheg
*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD                                                       (tune # 455)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise Him above ye heav'nly host; Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  © Public Domain
*PRAYER TO DEDICATE OUR GIFTS
Gracious God, you are so good to us. We know that you care for us so deeply.  Thank you for the gift of your provision.  We have food, and shelter and know that there are so many who do not.  For this reason, we give sacrificially today.  Giving back to you brings us great joy and we pray that our gifts will be a joy to your heart.  And along with our money, we give you ourselves. We hold nothing back, for you held nothing back from us. The gift of your Son has allowed us to be forgiven and to know you.  With thankful hearts, we give you our lives, for we know they belong to you.  Lead us and we will follow.  In your holy and precious name, Amen.

*HYMN                                       “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!”                                          91
*WE RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING

POSTLUDE                                             “Recessional”                                                    Corelli
*Those who are able may stand.

Today’s flowers are given by Doris Lawrence in memory of husband, John Lawrence.
Greeters & Ushers:   Pat Anthony and Gloria Hanewald
************************

Participants in today’s cantata are:

Narrator:   Mike Tucker

Slide Operator:  Noah Pinto

Powerpoint Creation:  Megan Gadsby 

Sound Set-up / Creation of Rehearsal CDs:  Megan Gadsby

Sopranos:  Megan Gadsby, Rhea Mucha, Rita Peterson, Benita Rommel, Marietta Williams, Jaclyn Wyrwas

Altos:  Nancy Giordano, Sharon Neuman, Melissa McAnlis, Jean Pinto, Sue Spreat  

Tenors:  Bob Conner, Chris Neuman

Basses:  Warren Briggs, Rick Pinto, Bill Sullivan 

UPCOMING EVENTS  March 20th – March 27th 

Sunday—March 20th:
   9:30 am Adult Sunday School


 11:00 am Traditional Worship-Cantata 


   6:00 pm Youth Group

Tuesday—March 22nd:
   7:00 pm Women’s Book Club

Thursday—March 24th:
   7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service
Friday—March 25th:
 12:00 noon Good Friday Service

Sunday—March 27th:
   9:30 am Adult Sunday School


   9:30 am E3 Worship 


 11:00 am Traditional Worship 

There are large print bulletins available.  Please see an usher if you need this service.

The Survivors Senior Group will meet in the church parking lot on Wed., April 13, 2016 at 8:45 a.m. to carpool for a tour of the crash site of the Hindenburg, Lakehurst, NJ.   Following our tour we will enjoy lunch at the Plumsted Grill, Cream Ridge, NJ.  I will need your last, 
first and middle name as it appears on your driver's license & driver's license number no later than 2 weeks prior to the tour for a security background check.  If you plan to attend please make your reservation with Rita Peterson 259-7256 or email ritapete@optonline.net no later than Mar 29th.  All seniors of the church and their friends are welcome to join the Survivors for a great tour, lunch and wonderful fellowship.

The United Presbyterian Women are having a one day retreat on Saturday, April 30th, from 9:00 am - 2:30 pm at the Sabbath House in New Egypt.  The facility can only accommodate up to 12 people.  At present, we have openings for four (4) more people.  The cost per person will be $5.00 to help cover the cost of the facility rental.  Coffee, tea and coffeecake will be provided on arrival. You will be responsible for your own lunch.  There is a deli across the street from the Sabbath House where we are planning to each buy our own lunch and bring it back and eat together.  If you would prefer to bring your own lunch, you are free to do that.   The theme of the retreat is, "The Priority of Praise" and will be led by Pastor, Jean Pinto.  It will feature: The Where, Why, How and Who of Praise.  We will conclude the retreat with a closing worship. If you are interested in attending, please contact either Gloria Hanewald (609-528-0511) or Lois Dixon (609-298-3398).  We will be meeting at the church that morning to carpool to the Sabbath House.  We are looking forward to the retreat and hope you will join us for an exciting, inspirational time together! 
TASK provides meals and services free of charge to its patrons with the help of countless volunteers and the generosity of people like us.  In any given year, less than 5% of TASK’s annual income comes from government sources.  This is because federal funding would require the soup kitchen to serve only those who meet certain criteria, and TASK prefers to provide unconditional service.   In addition to feeding the hungry, TASK offers programs to encourage self-sufficiency and improve the quality of life of its patrons.  Please give generously to mission this month to support TASK’s efforts to break the cycle of hunger and poverty.
PRAYER REQUESTS

Healing of Loretta (cancer); Judy (cancer); Judy D’Amico (shingles); Linda Tadlock (broken leg, also suffers from MS); Don (surgery); Lynne Rentner (surgery); Ken (surgery); Kyle Johnson, Bill Carpenter, Amber, Pat R., and Steven Malkiewicz (all battling cancer); Joey K.; Sue (tests); Bob D’Angelo; Catherine; Pat V. (pneumonia); Nancy; Dot Bracaloni; Doris; Mark; Phyllis Bracaloni; Jeannette Poole (recovering from car accident and multiple surgeries); Teena Kuklis (lung cancer); Mike Tucker (broken back); Soam Chhedi (knee replacement); Patti (knee surgery); Pat (broken foot, sprained ankle); Melissa (cancer scan); Dottie (pancreatitis); Louise and Maria (cancer); Karen’s aunt Pat (stroke).
Comfort for Tricia who lost her mom.

Concern about Don LaCrosse’s mother-in-law; and for David that he gets a job interview with Barnes & Noble’s.

Thanksgiving for Vinny Benefield’s 90th birthday Sunday; and for answered prayers.
Our Mission Statement

We are called by Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to celebrate and share the love of God with grace and joy.

Gracefully and joyfully we seek to share our gifts in the community through:

Open Doors
Diverse Worship
Innovative Education
Creative Mission
Dynamic Service

OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Womanspace

· Homefront

· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
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Palm Sunday, March 20th  

11:00 am  Easter Cantata The Shadow of the Cross

Maundy Thursday, March 24th  

7:00 pm  Celebration of the Last Supper

Good Friday, March 25th  

12:00 noon  Community Worship Service @


Pearson Memorial Church
Easter Sunday, March 27th  

9:30 am  E3 Celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

11:00 am  Traditional Celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

You are invited to make a commitment to follow Jesus Christ as Lord of Life, or to renew your commitment as a Christian Disciple.  Please speak to the pastor who will talk and pray with you.  If you are looking for a church home we invite you to join this family of faith and service.  This is a caring congregation, open to all.  Please let us know how we can serve you.
CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All the members of the Congregation

Pastor:  Rev. Jean B. Pinto (737-8011) jeanbpinto@gmail.com 
Pastors Emeriti: Rev. Terry E. Fouse and Rev. John H. Milne
Organist:  Michael Mraz

Choir Director:  Marilyn Machmer

Church Secretary:  Betty Reinert

Prayer Chain: Daytime: Carol Heberling (298-2594); Betty Reinert (585-5770) 

                       Evening: Gail Fouse (585-3248); Joyce Vaughn (888-1187)
OUR CONGREGATION IN MISSION

Because of your stewardship commitment, the United Presbyterian Church is supporting the ministries of:

· The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Monmouth Presbytery; the Synod of the Northeast, and the General Assembly.

· Mobile Meals of Hamilton Township

· Princeton Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund

· Trenton Area Habitat for Humanity

· Trenton Area Rescue Mission

· Presbyterian Camp at Johnsonburg

· Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

· Womanspace

· Homefront
· Trenton Area Campus Ministries
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