
Sunday, November 9, 2025                                                                          

      *Please give all prayer slips to Rev. Jan Koczera before the service begins*  

PRELUDE                             "I Love to Tell the Story"                        

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                   Rev. Jan Koczera 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                         Nancy Giordano         
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!     

 We will break forth into joyous song and sing praises.    

 Sing praises to the Lord; make a joyful noise with trumpet and the sound of  

  the horn.          

 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it.  

 The floods clap their hands and the hills sing out together;    

 Let us join in the joyful song of creation 

*HYMN                           “O Christ, the Great Foundation”                     GTG #361 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                              Nancy Giordano 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                       Nancy Giordano

 Gracious God, we confess that we are too easily influenced by peddlers 

 of despair and alarm, too quick to sink into numbness and apathy, too 

 tired to imagine another way. Our hopes have crumbled, and our hearts 

 are faint. Breathe new life into us, we pray. Help us to be mindful of 

 your promises, your faithfulness, and your presence as we face the 

 challenges of our lives. Restore our vision and give us courage to live in 

 your truth. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                          Nancy Giordano 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                                   Rhea Mucha 

ANTHEM                       "Sing A New Song to the Lord"                       UPC Choir 

PRAYER AND FAREWELL FOR LOIS DIXON 

SCRIPTURE                      Luke 20:27-38 NRSV                         Rev. Jan Koczera 

SERMON                    “Faithful Love Without Limits”                 Rev. Jan Koczera 

*HYMN         “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”                    GTG #624 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING      Rev. Jan Koczera  



PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING            Rev. Jan Koczera 

 O God, may the resources that are gathered here be a blessing to the  

 world you so love. Guard our paths and do not let our feet slip; keep us 

 as the apple of your eye. Give us wisdom and humility as we seek to be 

 faithful stewards of all your good gifts. Amen 
 

*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD (sung to the tune of GTG #609) 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here 

 below; Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise Him above ye heav’nly host; Praise 

 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER      Rev. Jan Koczera 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE        

 Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord:    

 Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace.  Amen 

*SENDING SONG     “Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining”          GTG #192              

                                          (Shine, Jesus, Shine)                                       

BENEDICTION                                                                             Rev. Jan Koczera 

*SPECIAL SONG      "God Be with You Till We Meet Again"             GTG #542 

             (verses 1, 2)                                              

      

 POSTLUDE                   "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" 

 

A SINCERE HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL THOSE MEMBERS ON 

THE “20TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AND LUNCHEON COMMITTEE” :     
Pat Anthony, Karen Ashe, Barb Davidson, Nancy Giordano, Joe Goodfriend, 

Regina Goodfriend, Sue Lanning, Pat Nicholl, Rita Peterson, Linda Vandegrift, 

and Rose Wells (and not to forget Pastor Jan!) 

We would also like to thank Steve Ashe, Megan Gadsby, the Rentners, John 

Zelazny, and especially Bob Lasser, for all their work over the weekend! 

 

The outstanding success of this event was truly the result of all those who worked 

together to create this wonderful 20th Anniversary Service and Celebratory 

Luncheon! 

 

 



Christmas Cantata          

 The choir will present its Christmas Cantata "Heaven Has Come" 

 during the 11 AM worship service on December 14th.  This Christmas 

 cantata celebrates the arrival of heaven through the birth of 

 Jesus.  Choir rehearsals for the Christmas cantata began on 

 Thursday, October 16th at 7:15 p.m. in the sanctuary.    

 Cantata books and listening CDs are available. 

                

DAY DATE COMMITTEE/GROUP TIME PLACE NOTES 

  WEEK OF 11/09-11/15    

 
Sunday 

 
11/09/25 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 
10:00 
AM 

 
LOUNGE 

“Meet the 
Spirit” 
LifeGuide 
Bible 

Wednesday 11/12/25 SURVIVORS 12:00 
PM 

Pete’s 
Steakhouse 
(523 
Whitehorse 
Ave) 

Let Rita 
know if 
you are 
planning 
to attend, 

Thursday 11/13/25 FACILITIES MEETING 2:00 
PM 

LOUNGE  

 
 
Saturday 

 
 
11/15/25 

 
 

UPM – MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 
 
9:00 
AM 

 
 

ANGIES 2 

Let Bob 
know if 
you are 
planning 
to attend. 

  WEEK of 11/16 – 11/22    

 
Sunday 

 
11/16/25 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 
10:00 
AM 

 
LOUNGE 

“Meet the 
Spirit” 
LifeGuide 
Bible 

 
Sunday 

 
11/16/25 

 
COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

 
11:00 
AM 

 
SANCTUARY 

Bring your 
Pledge 
Cards! 

Sunday 11/16/25 SESSION 12:15 
PM 

LOUNGE  

Thursday 11/20/25 SECURITY MEETING 2:00 
PM 

LOUNGE  

  WEEK of 11/23–11/29    

 
Sunday 

 
11/23/25 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

10:00 
AM 

 
LOUNGE 

“Meet the 
Spirit”  



 
Tuesday 

 
11/25/25 

 
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 

 
7:00 
PM 

UPPER 
LEVEL 

FELLOWSHIP 
HALL 

 

 
Wednesday 

 
11/26/25 

 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving 

Service 

 
7:00 
PM 

St Mark 
United 

Methodist 
Church 

See 
attached 
flyer 

Thursday 11/27/25 THANKSGIVING 
OFFICE CLOSED 

   

 
Saturday 

 
11/29/25 

 
HANGING OF THE 

GREENS 

 
10:00 
AM 

 
SANCTUARY 

AND 
NARTHEX 

Decorating 
for the 1st 
Sunday of 
Advent! 

  WEEK of 11/30–12/06    

 
Sunday 

 
11/30/25 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 
10:00 
AM 

 
LOUNGE 

“Meet the 
Spirit” 
LifeGuide 
Bible 

 
Sunday 

 
11/30/25 

 
1st Sunday of Advent 

11:00 
AM 

 
SANCTUARY 

 

Tuesday 12/02/25  
UPW’s Christmas 

Luncheon 

12:00 
PM 

Mannino’s 3 
2235 NJ-33 
Hamilton 

See 
attached 
flyer 

 
Thursday 

 
12/04/25 

 
SECURITY MEETING 

2:00 
PM 

Lounge  

 

               Looking to the future:                                           

*Sunday, December 7 – Jesus’ Birthday Party               ` 

*Sunday, December 14 – Cantata “HEAVEN HAS COME”    

           *Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service(s) TBA 

Thank you to this week’s greeter:  STELLA EPP 

This Month’s Mission:  TRENTON RESCUE MISSION 

Today’s worship flowers are presented by Dorothy Sexton  

   in Memory of Family     

  



GENEROSITY CORNER:  TRENTON RESCUE MISSION    

The Mission feeds those who are hungry, houses those who are homeless, counsels 

those seeking recovery, and provides life-changing opportunities.  Our ultimate goal is 

to help put an end to homelessness – one person at a time. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:   Is there any update on what was 

chosen for the “$10K Projects” announced over the summer?     

ANS:  In July and August, the proposed projects were researched. The 

projects were: (1) Shades for Fellowship Hall [Sanctuary added to this 

project scope]; (2) LED TVs in the Sanctuary; (3) Refurbishment of the 

pews and pew cushions; (4) Resurface the church parking lot;               

(5) Sound/echo reduction in Upper Level Fellowship Hall; (6) Air 

conditioning for the lower level rooms.        

 The information obtained was sent to the Facilities Committee. 

After reviewing the presented projects, the Facilities Committee made 

their recommendation to the Session. That recommendation was to 

purchase special shades for the windows in Upper Fellowship Hall and 

the Sanctuary.   The amount for that project came to approximately 

$7,500.  Facilities also recommended we use the remaining $2,500 to 

add sound dampening wall treatments to Upper Fellowship Hall to 

reduce the deafening echoing in that room. 

  The Session took the Facilities Committee’s recommendation under 

advisement.  After some discussion at their October 21st meeting, 

however, the Session decided the exterior of the church needed to be 

painted, and that the $10K should be used towards paying that cost.    

 END RESULT:  The church and its associated buildings that have 

the white siding have been power washed and will be painted.  The 

Session chose to keep the main color white but make the trim pieces a 

gray color (believed the change of trim color would update the look of 

the building).    *If the painting is not done by today [11/9], it will be 

completed by the end of next week!                                                                

  The total cost for this project is $12,500.                                   

 



OUTSIDE GROUP SCHEDULES 

Sunday:  Jersey Central Church of Christ- meets 2:00pm-4:15pm    
Monday:  AA-Big Book (12:00-1:00pm);       

   Troop 91G (6:00-9:00 pm)[UPC Charter Scout Troop]                   
Tuesday:  OPA-Rhyme & Reason (7:00-8:00pm)                                                         
  Ministerio Vida Neuva (6:00-10:00pm)                                                                                    
Wednesday:  AA-New Happiness (6:00-7:00pm)                                                             
Thursday:  AA- Tea Time & A Meeting (6:00-7:00pm);       

  AA-Thirsty Thursday (9:00-10:00pm)                                                        
Friday: AA-High Noon (12:00-1:00pm)                 
Saturday:  Recovery Meditation Group (11:00am-12:30pm);     

  Ministerio Vida Neuva (6:00-10:00pm) 

Visitor’s Information                                                                                

 ~If there is an asterisk (“ * ”) next to a heading, that indicates a section 

where all who can stand are asked to stand.       

 ~All text in bold is said in unison.                                

 ~“GTG” with a hymn name refers to our purple hymnal, ‘Glory To God’.  

The number is the page/hymn number. Hymnals are in the pew pocket in front of 

you.                                                                                                  

 ~PRAYER SLIPS and OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for your 

use and can be found on the table in the narthex where you picked up, or were 

given, a bulletin. NOTE that you may give the Reverend the prayer slip before the 

service or may announce your prayer request during “Prayers of the People” when 

the pastor asks for any other prayers.        

 ~OFFERING PLATE Here at UPC we do not “pass” the offering plate.  

Instead, there are two silver offering plates at the front of the sanctuary.  If you 

choose to give, you may place your offering in one of the two plates before or after 

the service.  Or, you can send a check to the office.  Thank you for your offering.  

** If you attend UPC’s 11:00 am Sunday service online, please say   

 “HELLO” or leave a comment so we know you’re there! ** 

12 Yardville-Hamilton Square Road, Yardville, NJ  08620                                                                                 

                       609-585-5770                                                                             

             Rev. Jan Koczera                 email:  PastorJan.upcnj@gmail.com 

Email:  Office.upcnj@gmail.com      Website:  www.upcnj.org 

mailto:PastorJan.upcnj@gmail.com
mailto:Office.upcnj@gmail.com
http://www.upcnj.org/

