UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Worship
October 2 , 2022
17 Sunday after Pentecost
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PRELUDE……..”O for a Thousand Tongues” (S. Scott)….Rusty Smith, Guest Organist
LIGHT THE CANDLES & RING THE BELLS…………………………Maks Schnerr, Asst Sexton
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP……………………………………………………………………………...Bill Sullivan
*HYMN…………………“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”……………………………...#298
CALL TO CONFESSION……………………………………………………………………….....Bill Sullivan
PRAYER OF CONFESSION | TRUTH TELLING…………………………………………..Bill Sullivan
Holy God, we are naturals when it comes to stalling out. We reach a
certain point in the relationship, in the conversation, in our faith, and
then we stall. We buy property on the top of the plateau and build a
house there, destined to never dig deeper or climb higher.
Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. Forgive us for
confusing the plateau with the mountain top. Forgive us for taking the
easy way out instead of doing the hard work of curiosity, relationshipbuilding, vulnerability, and connection.
Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from here. With
hope and honesty we pray, Amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS…………………………………………………………………….Bill Sullivan
Hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
God is with me on the mountain top, and God is with me on the
plateau. I am loved, claimed, and forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.
*RESPONSE SONG……………….“Lift Every Voice and Sing”………………………………..#563
TIME WITH CHILDREN
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING…………………………………………..……………………………….Ruth 1:1-22
SERMON…………………………….“To Be a Blessing”………………Rev. Dr. Shannon Smythe
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH………………….…………………………………………………..Bill Sullivan
We believe that God is a conversationalist, drawing close to us and
asking, “What do you need? Where does it hurt? Who do you long to be?”
We see this conversational God in Jesus Christ, God’s own flesh, who
walked the earth speaking with the poor, the hungry, the lonely, and the
outcast.
Therefore, we believe that our call as people of faith is to continue
this holy conversation with those who look and think like us, as well as
with those who share little in common with us.
We believe that through these conversations, we are able to catch a
glimpse of the Kin-dom of God, so we continue the conversation in hope.
Amen.
MOMENT FOR MISSION……………………………………………………………….Gloria Hanewald
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING……………………………………………………………..Bill Sullivan
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG………….“When Jesus Set His Table”……………………...(on screen)
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
*SENDING SONG…………..”A Covenant of Grace”…………………………(Words attached)
*BENEDICTION AND CONGREGATIONAL RESPSONSE: “Go in Peace”

POSTLUDE……………..”Song of Rejoicing” (J.M. Rasle)… Rusty Smith, Guest Organist
At Home Activities
For Reflection and Discussion: Why do you think Ruth makes the choice to remain steadfast and
tenacious in her commitment to Naomi?
A Spiritual Practice for this Week: Engage in a compassionate and courageous conversation with
someone this week. Practice staying curious and respecting boundaries, consider asking these
questions: What energizes or excites you? What is something you deeply long for? Share about
a time when you found common ground with someone who is different than you.
The liturgy for our “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask . . .” worship series is adapted from:
Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

A Covenant of Grace
Lyrics
We all come from the dusty earth
And from the places of our birth
Ancestral stories, who we’ll be
We bring it all to “come and see”
We all have wounds that no one sees
Oppression, trauma, and disease
When we bear
witness to the
pain It can
begin to heal
again
We all need
people who
will be with us
in solidarity
No explanation, no defense
Just ministry of their presence
Surprised by God’s unboundless love
From many walks of life we come
To build a covenant of grace
And in our differences embrace

SEPTEMBER 2022 SESSION MEETING UPDATE (from the Pastor):
I wanted to take a moment to share a brief summary of the September Session meeting. Please
know that you are always invited to attend Session meetings. Currently our meetings are held
in the lounge, beginning at 7pm, on the 3 Tuesday of the month.
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We had a guest presenter at the beginning of our meeting, Liz Heinzel Nelson, the Executive
Director of Villages in Partnership, who shared about the the sustainability work of Villages in
Partnership with 26 villages in Malawi. We learned about the four elements involved in being a
partner church with VIP and will be discussing this more at our October meeting.
We were also encouraged to hear from the Deacons about the possibility of increasing our
generosity, from the Deacon’s fund, in providing grocery Gift Cards to be given to immigrant
and other low income families who make use of the Hamilton Township Health Pediatric Clinic.
Pat Anthony and Pastor Shannon had a tour of the clinic, learned about the families who
receive the Gift Cards and about other, possible ways to serve this community. We also learned
that we are the only church/organization who gives these Gift Cards for the nurses to distribute
and that the cards meet a real, felt need, and are greatly appreciated.
From our clerk, we learned of the request for baptism from two of our young families and the
Session joyfully approved the baptism of McKenna Bloodgood for November 13 and the
baptisms of Sterling, Abigail, and Emmie Gadsby for November 27 .
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For our continued focus in growing together and sharing a bit of our faith stories, we were
encouraged to hear from elder Gloria Hanewald.
As part of my Pastor’s Report, I shared another updated draft of the church bylaws and
received more feedback for edits/changes. A new draft will come before Session in October. I
also shared about the tasks and responsibilities of Session for 2023, which are elements taken
from our Book of Order and practical elements of work I hope to facilitate among us in Session
next year so that we can focus on where we are as a church, set some goals, and discern
together what God might be calling us to in this new season of life in our church.
There were several motions that the Session voted, all coming from our various committees:
 (from Outreach) Anchor House is now a new mission partner for the month of July. This
is to replace New Egypt Sabbath House, which is no longer in operation.
 (from Personnel) A raise will be given, effective in January, to our office administrator
which takes into consideration her considerable skills and increased job responsibilities
 (from Worship) For the fall season, we will continue to use the individual communion
packets out of concerns for COVID. We are also adopting the newer PCUSA hymnal,
Glory to God, and will be sharing with the congregation how they can purchase a pew
hymnal in honor/memory of a loved one as a “Christmas gift” to the church
 (from Christian Ed) We approved the fall curriculum plans for both Adult Sunday School
and Children’s Church.
 (from Finance) We approved closing the bank account used for the Gift Card program,
which has now ended, and moving those funds into our regular operating accounts
 (from Facilities) We approved the use of recently received bequest funds for getting a
new roof on both the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary.

(September 2022 SESSION MEETING information continued)
Finally, as we move into in the fall, our Nominating Committee will be discerning who God
might be calling to serve on Session and Deacons. You are also invited into prayer to discern if
God is calling you to serve right now. You are welcome to reach out to Pastor Shannon or any
member of the Nominating Committee. The work that the Session and Pastor Shannon will be
doing together, beginning next year, will be vital to discerning who our church is now, and what
new possibilities God might have for us, in light of who we are, and where our challenges and
gifts lie. In particular, we will be working on developing our muscles in group spiritual
discernment and goal setting/vision casting for the congregation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
TODAY – PASTOR SHANNON’S INSTALLATION SERVICE 4:00 PM in the
Sanctuary. Reception to follow in Upstairs Fellowship Hall.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – UPW MEETING 10:00 AM in Upstairs Fellowship Hall
~ OKTOBERFEST PLANNING/VOLUNTEER TRAINING MEETING
6:30 PM in Upstairs Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 – NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING 6:30 PM in
Manse Lounge
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 – ROCK PAINTING FOR OKTOBERFEST in Fellowship Hall
10:30 AM – 11:00 AM and 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10 – WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETING 11:00 AM in Manse Lounge
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11 – DEACON’S MEETING 7:00 PM via conf call (same phone
numbers as previously used)
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12 – SURVIVORS GROUP—“Welcome Back Luncheon” 12:00 pm
at Hamilton Tap & Grill, 557 US Highway 130 N, Hamilton, NJ. If you plan
to attend please make your reservation with Rita Peterson,
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 – UPC YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 5:30 PM “Pizza and

Pumpkins” get-together at the Gadsby House (191 Edgebrook Rd, Hamilton)
Please let Megan know if your family is planning to join us
( Megangadsby@gmail or 609-439-1435 )
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 – UPW WOMEN’S RETREAT 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 ~ OKTOBERFEST 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM at Veteran’s Park
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 ~ SESSION MEETING 7:00 pm

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23 – YOUTH GROUP 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Thank you to this week’s greeter : Lois Dixon
This Month’s Mission : Seeds of Hope-Prison Ministry

Today’s flower bouquet is presented
in Honor of Pastor Shannon’s Installation

Did you know…
…that all loose change/money placed in the offering plate on the first Sunday
of each month goes into the Deacon’s fund?

…that during the months of August and September our church accepted
$25,285.00 in Offerings. Our expenses for those two months totaled $26,491.00
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