
United Presbyterian Church
Sunday, July 12, 2026 

*Please give all prayer slips to Rev. Jim Pruner before the service begins* 

RINGING OF THE BELLS                                                           Rev. Jim Pruner 

PRELUDE                        "Jesus Call Us"                William Beitmann, Piano                                               

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                  Rev. Jim Pruner 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (Based on Psalm 146)                                    Pat Anthony 

 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!     

 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all  

  my life long.       

 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord  

  their God.         

 The Lord will reign forever, Our God will live for all generations, and  

  so we praise the Lord! 

*HYMN                        “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                  GTG #610 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                    Pat Anthony 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                               Pat Anthony

 Lord how many times have You spoken a word to us and we have not 

 listened to what You have to say?  How many times have we placed too 

 much confidence in ourselves and not enough faith in You?  If we are 

 truthful, we have to say that we have done this too many times.  Forgive 

 our lack of understanding your ways.  Pardon our resistance to your 

 offer of grace and forgiveness.   Grant that we might be more open to 

 your loving salvation and less dependent on our own goodness.  In the 

 name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                Pat Anthony 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                                   Rhea Mucha 

SPECIAL MUSIC                        "Simple Song"                        Leonard Bernstein                

   Dr. Dora Schnur, Soprano, William Beitmann, Piano                                                           

SCRIPTURE                         Mark 10:17-31 (NRSV)                     Rev. Jim Pruner 

SERMON                   “When Good Isn’t Good Enough”                Rev. Jim Pruner 

*HYMN                             “Be Thou My Vision”                                    GTG #450 

 



INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                            Rev. Jim Pruner 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION      Rev. Jim Pruner 

 Lord, you have been good to us in more ways than we can 

 count.  With thanksgiving we return to You these our gifts.  We ask that 

 You accept  them and bless them.  Use them for your work in this 

 world.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

*WE GIVE PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD (sung to the tune of GTG #609)

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here

 below; Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise Him above ye heav’nly host; Praise

 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

 Alleluia!             

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                       Rev. Jim Pruner 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       
 Hear our prayer, O Lord, Hear our prayer, O Lord:    
 Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace.  Amen 

*SENDING SONG          “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”                     GTG #729                  

BENEDICTION                                                                               Rev. Jim Pruner 

     GO IN PEACE 

POSTLUDE                   "Praise to the Lord, The Almighty"             arr.  Tedd Smith  

        William Beitmann, Piano  

                                                     

Thank you to this week’s greeter:  SOAM CHHEDI 

This Month’s Mission:  GINNY’S PANTRY 

Today’s Worship Service flowers are provided by The Machin Family 

                 In Memory of Harry Steel 

 

 

 
 



Rev. James Pruner Bio: Rev. Jim Pruner is a retired pastor in the 

PCUSA.  While in full time ministry, Jim was the Pastor of the West Trenton 
Presbyterian Church in West Trenton New Jersey.  He also served as a teacher in 
Residence at the Presbyterian Church of Toms River, New Jersey.  Prior to that, Jim 
was an Associate Pastor at the Presbyterian Church on the Hill in Ocean, New Jersey 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Irwin, Pennsylvania.   Jim attended the 
University of Virginia as an undergraduate on a football scholarship and also has 
advanced degrees from the College of New Jersey and Princeton Theological 
Seminary.  During his career, he served on a number of Ecclesiastical organizations 
and Community Boards.  Jim lives in Jackson, New Jersey with his wife, who is the 
Pastor at the Cornerstone Presbyterian Church in Jackson, New Jersey. Together they 
have three Children and 7 Grandchildren.   He likes to explore the Wildlife 
Management Area near his house, go the beach in the summer, work out whenever he 
can, try to keep his lawn and garden going and is the drummer for the Contemporary 
Praise Band at Cornerstone Presbyterian Church.    

 

 

We welcome back Dr. Dora Schnur and Bill Beitmann as special music and guest 
organist / pianist for today's service. 
 

  Dr. Dora Schnur studied voice with the late Mme. Marianne Casiello in 

Philadelphia for many years and currently studies with Dauri Shippey.  From 1989 to 
1996 Dora lived in St. Louis where she performed regularly with the Midland 
Repertory Players (Opera in the Barn) of Alton, Illinois.  She has performed 
numerous recitals in the area in addition to singing in performances at Westminster 
Conservatory and in the newly formed Iolanthe Opera Company.  In her “other life” 
she was a computational chemist in the pharmaceutical industry, had her own 
consulting company, and taught at several area universities before her retirement in 
2019.  Dora possesses a Ph. D. in chemistry from Temple University where she also 
studied voice and music history. 
 

  Bill Beitmann began playing piano at the age of 7 under the tutelage of his 

father.  At ages 10–17 he continued private lessons with a piano teacher.  In middle 
school, Bill learned to play percussion instruments in the band and in high school he 
learned to play the sousaphone. Bill continued playing the piano for his high school 
stage band, chorus, and orchestra.  He also accompanied musical productions during 
his high school and college years.  Bill graduated in 1979 from Rider University with a 
BS in Commerce, majoring in Finance.  He has accompanied area choral groups and 
soloists and plays in local instrumental ensembles.  Since retiring from his day job 
with the State of New Jersey after 45 years of service in July 2025, Bill has spent more 
time playing music. 



 

 

 

  $ From the Church Checkbook $ 
 

Our CURRENT EXPENSE account balance as of  JULY 1, 2026 $  61,941.27  
Receipts entered into CURRENT FUND during 
time frame (including online giving) 

 
06/01/26-06/30/26 

 
$  11,136.00 

Amount disbursed during timeframe 06/01/26-06/30/26 $  11,687.64 
   

Significant costs during the month 06/01/26-06/30/26  
PSE&G    $         885.37 

Picnic (rest of food donated by committee 
member) 

 $         396.00 

PerCapita (January-June 2026)                     
*Amount sent to Presbytery* 

 $      1.541.00 

 
    UPC disbursed $ 551.64 more than was collected during JUNE 2026 

 
 

BENEVOLENCE / MISSION COLLECTION 

JUNE 2026 

“Trenton Rescue Mission” 

Our congregation generously donated $2,588.00 to be sent to the “Mission of the 

Month”.  Thank you to all who graciously donated! 



ANNOUNCEM
 

DAY DATE COMMITTEE/GROUP TIME PLACE NOTES 

  WEEK OF 
07/12/26 – 07/18/26 

   

Sunday 07/12/26 Traditional Service 
 

11:00AM SANCTUARY Rev. Jim 
Pruner 

(Pulpit Sup) 

Tuesday 07/14/26 SECURITY TEAM 
MEETING 

2:00PM LOUNGE  

 
Saturday 

 
07/18/26 

 
UPM MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 
9:00AM 

 
GOLDEN 

DAWN DINER 

 

Saturday 07/18/26 VBS DECORATING DAY 10:00AM UPC  

  WEEK OF 
07/19/26 – 07/25/26 

   

Sunday 07/19/26 COMMISSIONING  
VBS VOLUNTEERS 

11:00AM SANCTUARY Rev. Kerri 
Erbig 

(Pulpit Sup) 

Sunday 07/19/26 SESSION ? 12:15PM LOUNGE  

Monday 07/20/26 VBS – COLOR: YELLOW 6:00PM UPC  

Tuesday 07/21/26 VBS-COLOR: RED 6:00PM UPC  

Wednesday 07/22/26 VBS-COLOR: ORANGE 6:00PM UPC  

Thursday 07/23/26 VBS-COLOR: GREEN 6:00PM UPC  

Friday 07/24/26 VBS-COLOR: BLUE 6:00PM UPC  

  WEEK OF 
07/26/26 – 08/01/26 

   

Sunday 07/26/26 VBS SUNDAY 11:00AM SANCTUARY  

Sunday 07/26/26 SESSION  12:15PM LOUNGE  

Tuesday 07/28/26 SECURITY  TEAM 
MEETING 

2:00PM LOUNGE  

  WEEK OF 
08/02/26 – 08/08/26 

   

Sunday 08/02/26 NO COFFEE HOUR    

Monday 08/03/26 CAPITAL PROJECTS 
TEAM MEETING 

6:30pm LOUNGE  

Wednesday 08/05/26 NO FACILITIES 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

   



OUTSIDE GROUP SCHEDULES 

Sunday:  Jersey Central Church of Christ- meets 2:00pm-4:15pm    
 Church of God Emanuel (6:00-10:00pm)                                 

Monday:  AA-Big Book (12:00-1:00pm);       
 Troop 91G (6:00-9:00 pm)[UPC Charter Scout Troop]                                
Tuesday:  OPA-Rhyme & Reason (7:00-8:00pm)                                                         
 Church of God Emanuel  (6:00-10:00pm)                                                                                   
Wednesday:  AA-New Happiness (6:00-7:00pm)                                                             

Thursday:  AA- Tea Time & A Meeting (6:00-7:00pm);       
 AA-Thirsty Thursday (9:00-10:00pm)                                                                     
Friday: AA-High Noon (12:00-1:00pm)        
 AA-24 Hour Solution Group (7:00-8:00pm)                
 Al-Anon-Progress in Alanon Family Group (7:00-8:00pm)             

Saturday:  Recovery Meditation Group (11:00am-12:30pm);     
 AA-Foundations for our Future (1:00pm-2:30pm)    

Visitor’s Information                                                                              

 ~If there is an asterisk (“ * ”) next to a heading, that indicates a section where all who 

can stand are asked to stand.         

 ~All text in bold is said in unison.                           

 ~“GTG” with a hymn name refers to our purple hymnal, ‘Glory To God’.  The number is 

the page/hymn number. Hymnals are in the pew pocket in front of you.                                                                                      

  ~PRAYER SLIPS and OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for your use and can 

be found on the table in the narthex where you picked up, or were given, a bulletin. NOTE that 

you may give the Reverend the prayer slip before the service or may announce your prayer 

request during “Prayers of the People” when the pastor asks for any other prayers.   

 ~OFFERING PLATE Here at UPC we do not “pass” the offering plate.  Instead, there 

are two silver offering plates at the front of the sanctuary.  If you choose to give, you may place 

your offering in one of the two plates before or after the service.  Or, you can send a check to the 

office.  Thank you for your offering.  

** If you attend UPC’s 11:00 am Sunday service online, please say   

 “HELLO” or leave a comment so we know you’re there! **  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
12 Yardville-Hamilton Square Road, Yardville, NJ  08620                                                                                 

                         609-585-5770                                                                             

             Rev. Jan Koczera                 email:  PastorJan.upcnj@gmail.com 

                        Office email:  Office.upcnj@gmail.com          Website:  UPCNJ.ORG 

 

 

mailto:PastorJan.upcnj@gmail.com
mailto:Office.upcnj@gmail.com


Get ready… it’s time to zoom 
in on something BIG!  

This summer, we’re going to MAGNIFY the 
greatness of God! 

        ★MAGNIFIED VBS★                              

 🗓July 20–24 🗓                           

        6:00–8:00 PM 

At Magnified VBS, kids will take a closer look 
at the details of God’s amazing creation and 

discover just how big, powerful, and faithful He is—even in the smallest 
things!                                                                               
God is bigger than we can imagine… And closer than we think! From high-
energy games and hands-on crafts to exciting Bible stories and fun snacks, it’s 
going to be an unforgettable week!                                             

 Register at www.upcnj.org/vbs             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.upcnj.org/vbs


                         CAN YOU HELP? 
 

 Our Magnified Vacation Bible School is just around the corner, and 
we're asking for your help! Throughout the week, our children will discover 
the greatness of God's creation and learn that we can praise our amazing 
Creator in everything. 
 To help make this special week possible, we are collecting donations 
of supplies and snacks. A donation board with needed items is 
available in the church lobby. If you are able, please take a tag, 
purchase the item, and return it to the church. Or email Megan to let her 
know you would like to donate an item. 
 If you would rather give financially, monetary donations to help 
offset the cost of Vacation Bible School are also greatly 
appreciated. Please make your check out to “United Presbyterian Church” 
and mark your gift "VBS" so it can be used to support this ministry. 
 
All donated supplies are requested by Saturday, July 18, so our 
volunteers have time to prepare before VBS begins. 

• Wet Ones Antibacterial Hand Wipes (6 canisters) 
• Papertowels  (12 rolls) 
• Craft Foam (Michael's link or similar) 
• Large roll of painters tape 
• Decorative tape (several rolls) 
• 12 rolls of crepe paper streamers (dollar store, any color) 
• 2 Jump Ropes 
• 2 frisbees 
• 2 beachballs (12inch, Bit bigger or smaller ok too) 
• 10 butterfly nets (dollar store) 
• 6 pool noodles (walmart has ones for $0.97) 
• 1 small bag of walnuts in the shell 
• Magnifying glasses (link or similar) 
• Can we borrow 2 recycling cans (clean please)  
• Can we borrow 2 spackle buckets (clean please) 
• Do you have any yard games we could borrow (Like Ladder 

Toss, Giant Tumbling Timbers, KanJam, Giant Connect Four, 
etc) 

•  Newspapers, sales ads, etc 
• Juice Boxes (we use about 48 per night, 100% juice any flavor) 
• Water Bottles (3 cases of the full size 3 cases of the small 

bottles) 
Thank you for your generosity and for helping us create a fun, faith-filled 
week for the children in our community. Your support truly helps us share 
God's love in a big way! 
 

https://oetdsfdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NNBjKT_m7npTSfINOG2yYpLZhUKZFEaNvvM1DOW1C2dmBIjXr68rAzRx_l0mj7uL9z0dMTBAkosMdkPtE14RicSRSBcxgWBTSyvpNB0m7nBc4O0LQVLO_g4JfxHZJWVK3QTNsZNQ1l13M7veNIUhyyK5vXhuDhlHk9BNZPELKx2ZPU52D7TNeUuwBYNoTD-0QfPyP8meI2qAdo21koIaZmH6zpjpIv40v9VcHMlfVSiaT21AIcNg-z9IYSby-YUUv0cREVE9F-bwxlJUBBIGCx2qvE8plqxblHZvKBWTqhO0D_CbYUtHAK3yXCEtF6n2xwQfrVvgI1zNOS3HLZ6hE8O86sgSb9mGyXr1Iw05cpHVJABL_QNXQdU7tv_TScn-3jo1PTXQECeQIoElvzdMkFfuoicYXrbDUNnwcsVyUTYYKp3qb9Ae3UiswEyDT-cgT8h7-7w1_KLb_1d7QdZvIwgX_Ylq_GBths_o29gmDgI1tVcbikFSlTmGZEJAsbK3coqxK24IXgTVeoEHYVGicJyb79g8j5FcnyLsYaebFoOuigfNxELuAgqInIpeT2OiLfDuna3tetDEPZvk7CR5KmozPIyDlv_ofT9KcFclE_wviubgprn6BTNGv0y2WH5TQBl1bhImRfNI4ZwqLcpPCQPpIm0Zosuf&c=xACNk29YUEAVOLFsRpRcZXhMguEY9D22C-BdysVBuJ8bPyYuiI4sDg==&ch=JoUiklXtFHouKcMTzorTMgTyhh45ysLNF1zVlwadVxXSQQ52IX39nw==
https://oetdsfdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NNBjKT_m7npTSfINOG2yYpLZhUKZFEaNvvM1DOW1C2dmBIjXr68rAzRx_l0mj7uL9igCWWfVcwyqwMyOS1O1nqTBOCiHH5kd14EyDb49rfmaYoVRE05bTGNSOx3WVXoBFo5Bz1p75nlOo_aXxnlGbFEY3PWWsC1bIp3_uJu5e5rVgDZQYRKZRQJe2YGA01N5lse1q41Uq_FjePgf60o9Ra98Cys5ARAK-PRB-FwXg5toDVYJW30XAhnW0-n7UBjtp5sLH_JuN0V_6BW9DKScM8wBVTt5ILGjyqGpj246IO5ncUrEOjt0L1ok11FhUklROmOMeIsasIP7-xEd4EYiHxxYY29zruj2jj6lJe17lmJDIqn16twKgxg5QN28pxxiz9Z_v2gOL7bh4P8YcugcMyqZIwI6fVLN6UF9kHGo2y0R9SldRomm6MFeAALFkP4sSUDjHjrelHKuVqZWjALAo6ljUPh8c-2XOynoScRRWskwR46y11vYhh6qlQQFru1VYSUSIgikVvgYz2bfqmTrEMeR073oVUJS5ogF5Rum81PDKpTYQpQVrdcOi4kaPZ-SWjLlIVHgxIL4Ex_pWSm_45GMvQuVJ1GXPSuJVBLT59xQfnaeDr5Gi6jvnLOYLMoYIAfh2HCllTf8-jjEdZbkAdSuwz8k_R74ubYcWWehQ3Kl2pzbHpMoBDYTBQFz5HIV54xX9ZxTIL1-D4XFUVmJ2zpZFNnJJsqjI-3XDjDdL3PDOyJCeO6TmVDhVSicBzmEKxkqVpfOHkiqjh-da16N2k_d0qrwSP5H5Y0iC4kdxfh3T_itZQL5J5IQJs_R0Epu8ytO3eilfSECErpSEcJQZKa1l6IbEW_VEPj-KWHKiYuYVwxkt5s7al7nLNiwgD8rvCflkWMekVKInCKZ9eURNNYFicZk0K6IslQIbrpi8hUEoajcGwLJjMRsJ4cRzzUemAT4a1gHj3h24VmhxhRWLA==&c=xACNk29YUEAVOLFsRpRcZXhMguEY9D22C-BdysVBuJ8bPyYuiI4sDg==&ch=JoUiklXtFHouKcMTzorTMgTyhh45ysLNF1zVlwadVxXSQQ52IX39nw==

